Copyright basics for OERs

Open Educational Resources (OERs) differ from conventional educational textbooks because they are shared under Creative Commons licences and are designed for reuse. This means there are different requirements when 3rd party material (i.e material from other sources) is reproduced in those OERs. 

· Everything in the OER is to be licensed under Creative Commons.
· Use materials that are already licensed under Creative Commons licences.
These guides provide resource lists and information on finding Creative Commons material. 
· If a work is not CC licensed, authors must obtain the rights to re-license it. Only the copyright owner or someone with express permission from the copyright owner can apply a CC licence to a work.
· Some material copied from other books, articles etc. will have copyright owned by the publisher. The publisher may not allow re-licensing under Creative Commons. Authors will have to obtain new permissions to re-license that material or substitute other material where permissions cannot be obtained.

An example of a permission form you might use to get image permissions.
An example of a permission form you might use to get copyright permission.

· Keep a list of all material in the book taken from other sources. This could be in the form of a ‘copyright tracker’ (see template with example). 

· The type of material that needs to be documented includes material that has been copied and then changed, as adaptation is also a right of the copyright owner. 

· This material must be able to be licensed under Creative Commons, just like any original material you create as an author. 

· For existing research materials (ie. photos, recordings), get new permissions from publishers and subjects to allow you to re-license their content under the relevant Creative Commons licence.

· Check each journal article or chapter for copyright information. Is the article Creative Commons? Is there any permission or licence information on the article or chapter?  Read Locating an article’s copyright license for more information.

· Check that any Creative Commons materials used are compatible with the CC licence that is being used for the OER. See the compatibility table. 
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